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February 14, 2018

Department of Energy and Environment
Water Quality Division

1200 First Street NE, 5th Floor
Washington, D.C. 20002

Re: DC Water Quality Standards
To Whom It May Concern:

We write to express our deep concern that DC Water and Sewer Authority (“DC Water”)
has requested that the District Department of Energy and Environment (“DOEE”) conduct a “use
attainability analysis” for the purpose of revising the designated water uses for the Anacostia
River, Potomac River, and Rock Creek. Under EPA regulations, a ‘use attainability analysis’ is
the process a state must complete to justify downgrading its existing uses or water quality
standards. This alarming proposal is designed to weaken the District’s E. coli water quality
standards to facilitate DC Water’s continued dumping of raw sewage into the District’s
recreational waters during heavy rain events.

DC Water attempts to justify its proposed relaxation of the clean water requirements by
claiming low-income communities in the District will be economically harmed if standards are
not weakened. This rationalization rings hollow. Low-income residents deserve clean water
without raw sewage and should not be unfairly burdened with the costs of the river clean-up. At
this late stage DC Water should not be advocating for lower water quality standards to solve this
affordability problem. That’s not fair to District residents or to our rivers and creeks. There are
other ways for DC Water to address affordability issues including designing better low-income
relief programs or a more equitable rate structure, and DC Water should explore these and other
alternatives. DC Water owes it to low-income households to make the plan equitable.

DC residents have been deprived of the ability to safely enjoy the rivers that run through
their communities for far too long. We urge DOEE to reject DC Water’s attempt to further
increase its pollution allowance at the expense of public health. DOEE should be curbing, not
increasing, DC Water’s raw sewage discharges into the District’s rivers.

Sincerely,
Jennifer C. Chavez Christopher P. Weiss
Earthjustice DC Environmental Network
jchavez(@earthjustice.org Global Green

cweiss@globalgreen.org
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